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| Pane HE principal object or publication , 
7 : be the general good; and I entertained a a 
doe, that 1 ſhould reap ſome advantage 8 


. : 2 - Fading your REMARKS, and, perhaps, I have; 
Ae; LE: they have tended to confirm my former opi- 
WM: nion both of Dr. Johnſon and Mr. Boſwell. 
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- | þably, I ſhall be aſked, what public utility is in- 


that it is of ge 
reſpect for the writings of thoſe authors by which 
1 * mankind may be inſtructed and reformed. In- 
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deiſts have ridiculed even the ſcriptures into diſ- 
repute; Kenrick attacked. the RAamBLER of John 


* 8 5 LA of Boſwell, 


— Pot to colt genbral obſervation, and come to 
* RY our REMARKS : You complain, that © the inci- 
deents are few, and thoſe, in general, very trivial.“ 
| . LL I ſhould | be Wo to KOs the member and the 
? is : 5 : : 1 OY | | . nature | 
bo * See Mr. 9 80 Fae p. 337. 


=” it them 1 . or ridiculed, Stine! 90 
1 9 beſtowing ſome animadverſions, by way of reply. 
ö And though Mr. Boſwell may think of you,” as 
__— Dr. Johnſon did of Kenrick, and of me, as the 
Doctor did of the boy at Oxford “; yet 1 will not 
onmit this opportunity of nov ledging my gra- 
=. titude for the benefits I have received from the 
writings of the e nt the Journal of fs 


1 have ſaid, that 145 . object of publi- | 
cation ought to be the general good; and, pro- 
tended by this publication? To this I anſwer, 
moment to preſerve a general 


vective will affect ſome, and ridicule more. The 


bon, and Verar has endeavoured to . the 


* 


1 


- ti ture of the incidents you eipittes to oer in 1 
the journey of two ſcholars travelling to the He- 
brides ?—It ſtrikes me, that the incidents are 26 5 


numerous as might reaſonably be expected, 


as im rtant. You will reeollect that, in this 

caſe, every ſpeech of Dr. Johnſon: may not im- 
properly be called an incident; and his aſſociation 
with ſuch men as Principal Robertſon, Dr. Blair, 


Lord Monboddo, & c. &c. were alſo incidents, 


not very trivial. Indeed a ſcholar will be as de- 
lighted with reading an account of ſuch meetings, 
and think them of as much importance, as the g 
famous meeting of Charles the Fifth, Francis the gs 
Firſt, and Henry the Eighth. But you knew. 
that you was reading of great men, and you 
therefore expected great things. You knew there 
. was ſomething gigantic in the perſon of Dr. John 


ſon, and you wiſely concluded, that every ſtep he 


took would be productive of ſome uncommon n. 
cident. In the Journal, therefore, you would na- 
| turally look for renowned adventures, and fun pri- 

oy exploits. Now, the fact is, that the Doctors 
adventures were not of the La Mancha kind, bus 


ue expectations were very Jn indeed. 


uch, Sir, being the complexion af your arias 2 
ment, it is not aſtoniſhing, that you ſhould diſ- 
e tins: lame Journal to be remarkable for 

Wy * inleguncy 7 


r 
r 
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TT. t 4 4” IF 
n "YT OY of Ayle.” Indeed, it 1 . 5 
been wonderful, if “a few. incidents, and thoſe i in 
| general very trivial,“ had given occaſion to a 
ſtyle in any reſpect like that of Verax., But 
who, beſides yourſelf, ever talked about the ſtyle 
of a Journar ? The nature of the work admits of 
no ſuch thing as fine ſtyle: You Wight as well 
talk of the ſtyle of an Inder. Mr. Boſwell's js, in 

a great meaſu re, a Journal of converſation : and, 
ſo far, he was conſtrained to report the language 
he heard, which, though extemporary, was 
_ as, I. fear, you will never be able to write. 
Dr. Johnſon's opinion of the Journal was ſome- 
; aka different from yours : *< I take great de- 
light,“ ſaid he, © in reading it. It might be 
printed, were the ſubject fit for printing.“ 1 
cannot but ſubſcribe to Dr. Johnſon's opinion, 
< that it might be printed;” and to Mr. Bof- 


* 


MEWS, "> PR. the e was fit for Fin - 


| Becauſe Mr. Boſwell wrote the Hiſtory of — 
ſica, does it neceſſarily follow, that his common 
# converſation ſhould abound with“ that boldneſs. 5 
of thought, and manlineſs of expreſſion which : 
characterize the Hiſtory of Corſica?” Does the fa- 
miliar converſation of VERAX ene with the 


„ 8 | ee 
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v See Mr, Boſwell ' Jo, p. 96. | 


ec W and realem which charac- 
terize his Remaris e 
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e In the moſt pertinent and the moſt ſententiols 

remarks, contained in the; Journal,” you ſay, 
we can diſcover no particular energy of lan- 
* guage, nor philoſophical penetration into hu- 
man nature.“ Your taſte and knowledge then, 


muſt be either extremely ample, or extremely li- 


mitẽd; for I will venture to pronounce, that eve- 


ry other reader, can point out many” inſtances, 8 7 


- wherein © particular energy of languages and phi- 


loſophical penetration into human, nature,“ are 


happily combined. —As you ſay you entertained 
ſome doubts of the authenticity of the Journal, 
perhaps you did not read it through. I have 
known gentlemen make Remarks on books which, 


if ever uy . they had never read, 


* 


Mr. Boſwell has told- us of Dr. Jotinfon, this 


his mind was ſo full of imagery, he might have 
been . perpetually a poet.” This declaration, 5 


which you have miſunderſtood, has afforded you 


| an opportunity to prove, what was never denied, 
that Dr. Johnſon was not ſo good a poet as Alex- 5 


ander Pope! Mr. Boſwell has not once ſaid, that 
Dr. Johnſon was a great poet; he has only ſaid,” 


w_ ws : M$ mind was 5 full of . ey . 
R nüt 


by. 
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might have been 1 07 a Peet. "© commen. 
dation which could never be extended to by 
| whoſe mind was never much ſtored with i imagery 


= 8 
8 


but, whoſe verſe is harmony 1 itſelf, 5 


I bbegd on the whole, 1 1 Pope to 'be a. 


better poet than Johnſon, yet I do not allow the.. 
London' of the latter to be equalled by any ſa- 


tire of the former : and the cenſure you paſs on 


that poem, that it © is like London itſelf,” is, in 
fact, a conſtituent part of its excellence.“ The 
« ſame- obſervation,” as you ſay, * may be ex- 
t tended to the © Vanity of Human Wiſhes,” with 


much truth and propriety.” I contend, Sir, 
that the © concretion of heterogtheoue ſubje&s,” 
which you complain of, was eſſentially requiſite 
in theſe two poems. Neither the metropolis of a 
kingdom, nor the variety of human wiſhes, is to 
bedeſcribed without great diverſity of heterogeneous 
ſubjects ; perhaps few, but Johnſon could have de- 
leribed them W e as he hath diſplayed, 


A poet yourſelf, you are: - unwilling. to allow 


EO Johnſon the requiſites of a good Poet; and, 
_ __— quitting Mr. Boſwell's Journal, you give us a long 


and common. place detail of thoſe requiſites. It 


is here] diſcover you to be a poet, for would any 


8 a poet write proſe thus : 5 The ſpirit of the - 
"ds; 
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0 n true bard: is naturally endued with a vigorous 4 5 


*. faculty of generating vivid conceptions: it 
be glows with celeſtial fire, which wor the keen 
& winds of contempt, nor the cold damps of po- 
. 4 0 verty have power to extinggiſh.” 15 This i is the | 
3 ant of a modern poet.— But to return to a 

(ef n e between ops and eee 


* 


That Jabnſon bad more originality = . : 
I think none will-deny : for though you. have f 


mentioned but two of Johnſon's pieces, yet I am 


of opinion, that he wrote more original poetry 


than Pope. Tou will recolle& Iaxxz, in which 


there is much excellent poetry, and of a kind ſu- 


perior to any thing ever attempted by Pope. 


| Johnſon? s verſe is alſo better calculated for Ho- 
mer than that of Pope, which! 1s too ons and. | delle ys 
cate for the Iliad. FV 


— 


Had Johnſon been vain, he would , BE written 


more poetry : but the grand object of his life and 
writings, was to be eminently uſeful ; and poeti- 


cal works are, comparatively, confined to a few 
readers. He had every requiſite for a good poet, 
but enthuſiaſm; and he thought his time and ar. 
tention better e ___ in making verſes, 


8 
41 * 
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id talk of the Newtons, Lockes, Mil- 


* 
* : ; * 


} A 


Before you animadvert on the ſentiments of 


in, you would do well to conſider on what 
occaſion they were ſpoken, and be well aſſured 


that you underſtand them. Dr. Johnſon was 


* 


ſpeaking 


| Biking ths Doctors poetical as you 
| proceed next to examine his ſentiments re- 
ſpecting emigration to America, ſpeaking of 
2 he ſaid, a man of any intellectual en- 
joyment would not eaſily go and immerſe him- 
elf and his poſterity for ages in barbariſm.” '_ 
8 And here, Sir, you take another. pretty poetical 
tons, Popes, and Addiſons which are, ſome time, 
to grace America. You might have ſpared your- 
ſelf the trouble of all this common. place declama- 
tion: we have had quite enough of it in both 
Houſes of Parliament; in'much the ſame terms, 
and to as little purpoſe. Dr. Johnſon was a great 
lover of civilized life, and the idea of emigrating 
from a rich to a poor country, from fertile fields 
to trackleſs deſerts, from cultivated ſhades to a 
boundleſs wilderneſs, made ſuch an impreſſion on £ 
his mind, that it was difficult for him to find lan- 
guage ſtrong enough to expreſs his diſapproba- 
tion of ſuch a change, for he'naturally concluded, 
that in ſuch ſcenes there could be lirtle 0 I 


| 175 enjoyment.“ 


* 


7 . 
4-4. 1 
4 
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HA” 


fxeaking of the e thoſe poor {ti 
Who were impelled by the rapacity of their lairds, 
to quit their native country; and whoſe fate on 
the American ſhore, would not have been to con- 


template the © arts, manners, manufactures and 


commerce of a rifing nation,” but to become hew- 
ers of wood and drawers of water; the naves of 


men pretending to be free; to drag a mi 
exiſtence, far from the chearful haunts of men 


and herds,” in the boundleſs waſtes of America. | 
This, Sir, is the emigration of which Dr. John- 


ſon was ſpeaking ; and that © a man of any intel- 


| Tectual enjoyment would not eaſily go and im- Mk 
merſe himſelf and his poſterity. in ſuch barba. 
rim, is an obſervation which JOE ire pleaſed io Wes” 


4 
l - 


ny is * e, ridiculous !”? 


8 


You diſcover great PE TR MY af the Dodge 


obſtinacy in refuſing to hear Principal Robert- 
ſon preach, © becauſe he would not give a ſanc- 
q tion by his preſence to a Preſbyterian aſſem- 
« bly.” And you tell us, that, however bi- 
e gotted he might be in his religious, as well as WW 
political principles, to treat with ſo much con- | 
© tempt. the eſtabliſhed mode of worſhip of 2 
<< people among whom he was travelling, and Shi WEE 6 
whom he received every mark of eſteem, was 0 


<0 not only repugnant to politeneſs and good - 
B 3+ CE + breeding, 


breeding, in which he ought to have ſhown hits 85 


10 ſelf ar exemplary z but was likewiſe a poſitive 
- 4 inſult to the country; and reflects great diſs 5 
| + grace on him, as a ſcholar, ADE 980 4 | 
+ oat.” 333 8 


1 ay be Weener to . you, that Pr. 0 


12 Johnſon t was a ſincere and zealous chriſtian, of 
high-church of England and monarchical prin- 
| 5 ciples, which he would not tamely ſuffer to be 
Ko queſtioned,” And I think his practical adhe- : 
rence to theſe principles, redounds more to his _ 
credit than all his writings. He was an enemy to 


that liberality of ſentiment, as it is called, which 


| aboliſhes diſtinction between ſects, and which evi⸗ 
; dently tends to the abolition of religion itſelf, 


To have no ſettled opinion in an affair of ſo much 


importance as propriety in the manner of wor. 
ſhipping the ſupreme being, would ill become a 
fſincere and zealous chriſtian; ; and he would 
have deemed it highly culpable to have ated in op- 
poſition to a ſertled conviction of propriety. Iſhall 
here be reminded of the celebrated lines of Pope 
: reſpecting modes of faith, which every one who, 
TL pretends to deſpiſe forms, can quote a8 4 vindica. 
= ion for neglecting every ſpecies of public wor- 
29 Þ ſhip. There was no modern laxity in the prin- 
91 8 Bp or conduct of the RAMBLER, Every thing 


that 


1 


* 


. 1 . 
& at er a relation, however emote, 4s the will... 


| . object of this life, the preparation for a better, 


aſſumed an importance in his mind, of which 
nominal chriſtians have little conception. With 
him there was no ſuch thing as a trifle in matters . 
reſpecting religion. Regarding, as he did, pub- 
lic worſhip as an object of the firſt magnitude, * 
is not to be wondered at, that he ſhould deem a 
mode of performing that worſhip, of no ſmall im- 
portance to ſociety; and the Preſbyterian mode 
Was to him peculiarly offenſive, fot reaſons which 
he has, in ſeveral places, adduced, and which you 
| ſhould have ſhewn to be fallacious or inconclu- | 
five, before you ventured to Enſure a conduct 
founded on . thoſE reaſons, and reſulting from a 


Judgment ripened by time and ep 


$4 


The charafter of a * ſincere ns ad nite * 
ian; of high-church principles,” is, in theſe js 1 
fo uncommon, that I do not wonder at your re- 
garding Dr. Johnſon as a bigot ; » but, og. 

ing him as ſuch, it is matter of ſurprize to me, that 
you ſhould cenſure him as wanting politeneſs 
and good breeding,” in not conforming to the 
| eſtabliſhed mode of worſhip of a people among 
whom he was travelling.” Would a © bigot? d 
any ſuch thing? and has a © bigot” any regard 


54 


855 
5 — : 


for politeneſs. and good. ee "a mr = — 


85 8 you wrong De. PR 1 no LG becauſe „ 
he aſſigned reaſons for his conduct, which, though | 
2 you may diſregard, you cannot confute; nor did 
he treat with contempt” any mode of worſhip 
whatever : he only ſaid, that © he would not, by. 
his preſence, give a ſanction“ to a mode of wor- 
ſhip which he difapproved. . I cannot discover in 
this, a want of politeneſs and good breeding : qua- 

lities which, ſurely, ought at all times, to be ſa. 
crificed to a ſenſe of duty; but which, in this 
caſe, were not ſacrificed; and yet you boldly ſay, 

that the ſelf-denial, for a ſelf-denial it certainly . 

Was, of Dr. Johnſon, to hear Principal Robertſon 

. preach, reflects n on him, as a OE | 

=} 1 n e ; „ 
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ling Sir, Neha you ſhould Pa with - 
\ _ the utmoſt ſeverity, of Dr. Johnſon, as a ſcholar 
and a chriſtian; and if you too area ſcholar and a 
; chriſtian, I have no objection to your judging of 
„ FaRUN Ks a gentleman. Our ideas of a ſcholar nx 
be much the ſame; of a chriſtian, I am afraid, 
they are not; and of a gentleman, they may be 
widely different. In my idea, there is no fort of 
relation between what is uſually called a gentlemati” 
nd a chriſtian. | To unite thoſe two characters, 
is Uke amalgamating matters of heterogeneous | 
principles,” We have been repeatedly told, that . 6 
WWW ĩ ⁊ of any od, 
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SY 1 45 
1 true chriſtian i is the real 3 n vin 
be difficult to prove that Dr. Johnſon was not a 
chriſtian; and yet you will tell me, that Lord 
Cheſterſeld was more of a gentleman; you will 
ſay, his lordſhip had more © politeneſs and good 
breeding.“ I ſay, that the politeneſs and good” 
breeding of Dr. Johnſon were real, and that his 
lordſhip's were only affected. In refpe& to the 
_ graces, his lordſhip was certainly very poor: a 
merchant never talks of his wealth; but a pedlar 
is continually diſplaying all his riches. een 
delighted Lord Cheſterfield fo mach as the perpe- 
* tual er t nor. his rinſel 1 graces, To judge of 
clitldiſh max 85 of a Cheſter- 
eld, mock el like es 8 Mile Loſt' as 
you would 6 Tom Thumb.“ $7, 1 "ED 8 5 


ob udging from general. report 
you will probably ſmile at my ſpeaking of the 
politeneſs and good breeding of Dr. Johnſon; for, 
I know he has been generally repreſented as a 
e reſpectable hottentot z* * and.it has been infinu-. 85 
_ ated, that he was totally ignorant of the laws of. 
2 breeding. That he was not ignorant 8 
them, is plain from that paper in the e 
vhich treats of Politeneſs, and in a far more maſ- 
terly manner than was ever done by Lord Cheſter-, W 
field, That he ever broke thoſe laws, * 4 wo 
 * "*©.-4 were 1 
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were thcompatible while laws 15 a higher me, ys . 
+ have never heard. Mr. Boſwell ſays, he was 75 
not apparently, but' really polite; and was ſo: nd | 


. 


from treating politeneſs with contempt, rhat he 1 
not only vindicated the practice of it, but © in- 


«4 ſiſted that politeneſs was of great cations, 7 
* in ſociety. It is (ſaid he) fictitious bene vo 
« lence. It ſupplies the place of it amongſt thoſe - | 
Sho ſee each other only in public, or but little. 


2 “ Depend upon it, the want of it never fails to 


e produce ſomething diſagreeable to one or other. 


IF ; - - 
2 4 $7 


TE I” z 
* . 


| 8 4 tie; . of ETA „ 5 | 
b 25 58 « iſtinguiſhing perfection, Fr 

aids and ſtrengthens Virtue where it 5350 *. . 1 
mitates her aftions where ſhe is not.” ꝰ = . 


their religious aſſemblies in general, I ſhould ne- 
ver have thought his preſence an honour.” Whe- 


ther his preſence would have been an honour to 


the aſſemblies, I know not; but certainly his at. 
tendance would have reflected no honour on him- 
ſelf. He muſt have been impelled by curioſity 
only; and no ſuch weak or unworthy motive 
would induce him to viſit a place of worſhip, 1 


e he could not an in the devational duries. e 
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This conduct, 1 you ub” 220 illiberal,” : 


5 you expected, that his mind was ſuperior to 


« all thoſe trivial diſtinctions which ſet mankind | 
« at variance. 1 have told you, Sir, that he did 


not deem any thing trivial which related to reli; 
gion; and he deſpiſed that © liberality of con; 


duct“ which weakens principle, but which is the ; 
| boaſt of infidelity. If a man, with the beſt i inten- 


tions, changes his E * opinions, which, in 


moſt individuals, are. 
he profeſſes none, he is directiy ſtigmatized as 


deſtitute of all principle or as waiting to ſell him. 


ſelf to the beſt bidder ;- whereas, if he deſpiſes all 
defty, and changes his 


form in the worſhip. of t 


of little conſequence, or if 


- os tenets till he profeſſes 1 none at all, this 


man ſhall be extolled as an acute reaſ 


much admire, were you in the Eaſt, would induce 


you to worſhip Mahomet, to prove yourſelf « 2 


* * 


| ſcholar, a prin and a chriſtian!” ꝰ 


3 5 


"From, che « bigotry” of Dr. Johnſon, you as .. = 
to the © vanity” of Mr. Boſwell, of which, you _ ü 


/ 


3! er, a file . 
a and, above all, a man of liberal ſen- 

timents !—T ſuppoſe the. politeneſs, good breed- | 
ing, and liberality of »ſemiment” which you ſo 


think, the following paſſage in his Journal affords : 


| ample proof: Mr. M*Aulay gave us a letter of 5 
Go e to Mr. Ferne, maſter of the ſtores 


C2 e 9 5 bat 


—_— 


= «ar Fort St. George. ne ſhewed it to me! * N 
5 4 recommended two celebrated gentlemen, no leſs 

« than Dr. Johnſon, author of his Di&ionary, and 

„ Mr, Boſwell, known at Edinburgh by the. name | 
* of Paoli, He ſaid, he hoped I had no objec- 

t tion to what he had written; J if 1 had, he would 

« alter it. I thought it a pity to check his effu-” 
'& ſions, and acquieſced taking care, however, 
« to ſeal the letrer, that it might not appear, that 
4 T had read it.” This paſſage you produce as a 
proof of egregious vanity” in Mr. Boſwell. 
The wonderful facility with which you 5 
ſtand the text, renders your comments whimfi- 
cally ridiculous; and none but Verax would 
have adduced the publication of this paſſage as a 
Lag of Mr. Boſwell's egregious vanity, but ra- 
ther as a ftriking inſtance of his ſtrict adherence 
to truth. You, however, take the opportunity of 
launching into common-place obſervations on the 
univerſal paſſion, the love of fame, and the influ- 


ence of vanity on 982 minds. 


1 
9 > 
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1 regard the circumſtance recorded by Mr. Boſ. 
well as a very natural occurrence; and his being 
mentioned in the letter as a © celebrated gentle. 
man,” was not that kind of praiſe which could 
ee .rxcite much vanity. Your extreme delicacy 
. vould. perhaps, have * you to have 
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1 troubled Mr. M. Aulay to write another letter. 5 
Mr. Boſwell thought better. But your obſerva- 


tion, that he diſcov b egregious vanity in per- 
mitting the contents of this letter to paſs, which 
had an immediate reference to himſelf,” is truly 
ſagacious; for, certainly a letter, by which he was 
to be introduced to Mr. Ferne, ſhould not have 


contained a word © in reference to himſelf,“ tho” 
his introduction and that of his e was $ the me Ft 


| 1 its contents! e 


1 — Pu 7 } 


Among Aber errors which you have 1 


ps you ſay that, when, a man is conſcious of 


4 his own merit, he ſhould never ſuffer himſelf to 


be diverted by eulogiums from others; they 
may be paid him in expectation of their being 
r returned ; and not as they ought to be, from a 
full conviction of his deſerts.” Surely, Sir, 
you mean, that a man ſhould never ſuffer himſelf 
to be diverted by eulogium when he is not conſci- 
ous of his own merit; for if he is conſcious of his 
own merit, the eulogiæ of others will not render 
him vain; nor can he have the leaſt idea, that 
they may be paid him in expectation of their Hheing 
returned. But panegyric and flattery are, With 
you, ſynonimous terms; and I ſuppoſe you never 
paſs a compliment but with a view of having it 
reverberated. This is a ſpecies of mean and piti- 
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ful. vanity which I thought had nate ann femi· 


nine, or at leaſt confined to the 15 in ob 


[2 Os a the Kholan of been. COT 


MMI. Boſwell's eee to W a „ 
1 to inſert ſeveral paſſages in his Journal, 
which might ſavour of ſelf. praiſe, and for which, 
therefore, he has properly apologiſed. In a Jour- 
nal of common occurrences, and eſpecially of ca- 
ſual converſation, it was natural to expect more of 
thoſe paſſages which you would call proofs of 
vanity,” the inſertion of which, no man, who. 
. conſiders the nature of the work, will attribute to 


an vain motive, and the omiſſion of which, would 


make. a chaſm | in the I a; 


5 will give . Sir, to your difregatd of the 


praiſe of others; but what muſt I think of him 
who, in the very title-page of his work, praiſes 


himſelf? Can any thing equal the“ egregious va- 


nity” of a man writing, or applying, to himſelf 
the following lines, which you have prefixed 20 


al way of motto to Tour pamphlet ? 


Think me thy friend, -and I am truly fo; 
* Nor dare to ſcorn me, leſt 1 prove thy foe, | 
«© My heart is honeſt, and my generous ſoul 
_  * Neer ſtoop'd to give, nor take a mean control. 
. Untouch'd with « envy, and unknown to Tpite. - 
ve I judge with FO and with freedom write,” ä 
| 5 1 1 1 have 


* 


* 


e - % — 


+: 
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„ I 

<2 have no great opinion of that « honeſty, and : 
generoſity of ſoul” which are trumpeted to the 
world in the title- page of a book; nor have I any | 
idea of a mind untouch'd with. envy, and un- 
known to ſpite,” that is employed in cenſuring 
productions which it either cannot comprehend, 
or wilfully miſrepreſents. And when a pamph» © 
leteer adviſes a writer of eſtabliſhed credit, got 
to ſcorn his Remarxs, leſt the ſaid pamphlerger 
| ſhould prove his foe,” he reminds me of the frog, 
| contending with the ox, and tempts me to ſmile 
it his * egregious vanity. gn TS 5 OD 


* 
2 


e is bg "I common amongſt the wri- 
ters of petty criticiſm as to read a whole work witk 
one. idea, that it is either wholly ſerious, or wholly. 
ludicrous; and to make the ſame remarks on an 
tronical expreſſion, even though it is diſtinguiſh 
ed by a different type, as if it were meant to con- 
vey ſome ferious truth. This conduct, 1 believe, 7 
ſometimes proceeds from ignorance, 150 more 
| Re. AAR 3 | | 1 
5 | ; * . aw . A 
M. Boſwelt's motto to 818 book, n | 
\iralludes 16 Dr. Johnſon. ff 
01 while along „„ ame 
\ Expanded flies, and gathers all its fame, 1 
Say, ſhall my little bark-attendant fail, 
e the e and e the gale ?? 
P. OPE, | 


©: 40 1 | 
= our faltidibus OE is encatly 1 at Dr. 


Johnſon's curioſity to know, whereabours a'poor 


woman flept in her hut; and you are highly 
offended at Mr. Boſwell's merriment, becauſe 


the refuſed to tell him. To run, again, into 
common · place declamation, about prudence 'and 
virtue, on this occaſion, ſhews with what taſte ; 


you read, and with: what. judgment you cenſure. 


I will tranſcribe Mr. Boſwell's words for your 


re- conſideration, and to ſhew the reader with 
what ae you can wine ferioulbeſs' to on. 


. * 5 


6. When v we "Had ded a good why by the 
«Tide of Lochneſs, 1 perceived a little hut, with” 


1 old looking woman at the door of it. 1 a 
1 thought here might be a ſcene that would amuſe 


. Dr. Johnſon; ſo I mentioned it to him. Let's 


0 in,” ſaid he. So we diſmounted, and we 
and our guides entered the hut. It was a 
. wretched little hovel of earth only, Ithink, and 


« for 2 window had only. a ſmall hole, which Was 


ſtopped with a piece of turf, that was taken out 
e occaſionally. to let in light. In the middle of 


was a fire 


« the room or ſpace which we entered, 


| 57 7-08 of peat, and ſmoke going out at a hole in the 


00 roof. She had a pot upon it, with goat's fleſh . 


0 * boiling. 1 here was at one end, under the ſame 
. roof, 
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* 
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3 8 Dr. Johnſon was curious to know where he 


FT 
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ed her in Erſe. 
emotion, foving (as he told ao). 
we wanted to go to —_ her. This coquet | 
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a afraid | 


* 


10 young 
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TY 


(faid he) he'll "wp, ah came a HOY 
fellow, a wild dog, who believe 

e have raviſhed me, had there not been with him 
* grave old gentleman, who repreſſed bim: 
1 * when he gets out of the fi 
2 We he'll ſp 
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of his tutor, 
no woman he 
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the Q vanity” of Mr. Boſwell z for here, you ſee, 
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accompanied with a ſpeeies of vulgar witticiſms 
which renders them — of animedygriion; 


ES 4 * 3 


Still 88 3 you was kde: a 1 Ge | 
Ba, or not rightly knowing what, a Journal is, 


you quote theſe words, In London, Reynolds, 
e Beauclerk, and all of i them, are contending who 


Ihe ſtor of the 910 woman, abe « Gery 
Land uncorrupted ſimplicity? you ſo much. admire, . 
affords you an occaſion.to diſplay, with acrimoni- 
ous application, more eommon- place remarks, 


ou omit 6 glorious a an opportuvity uf im . 


b 3 himſelf to an angel hs from | 


« ſhall enjoy Dr. Johnſon's converſation;ꝰ and 


then you triumphantly aſk, what is meant by that 
" thegant expreſſion, © and all of them? Sir, by 
that © elegant expreſſion,” is meant thoſe. admi- 


rers ; of Dr. Johnſon who were freq uently favoured 


with his company; and the reaſon why Mr. Boſ- 


* 


well did not *do himſelf the honour of mention 


ing their names, to ſhew what an extenſive cir- 


cle of acquaintance he has,” was ſimply be- 


| cauſe he had mentioned them before. I wiſh: you 
wou Id eee, that this en.» INS is 
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Preſſed tothe company. "1 compared myſelf to a dog 


who has got hold of a large piece of meat, and 
runs away with it to a corner, where he may de- 
vour it in peace, without any fear of others taking 
it from him.“ Recollecting, as appears by in- 
verted commas, the very words with which he elu- 
cidated and concluded this ludicrous image, he 
adds, In London, Reynolds, Beauclerk, and 
all of them, are contending who ſhall enjoy” 
Pr. Johnſon's converſation. We are feaſting . 
« ypon it, undiſturbed, at Dunvegan. And 3 
yet you will criticiſe this, as you would a paſſage 

in the Iliad What 9 . . would make 5 
e My | - 5353 e 


% * +4 


But now comes the tien of Varax!* * What 5 


Dr. ohnſon © fairly owned he could not explain, 
| 7 

| you undertake to inveſtigate in very! fow e 3 

| D 1 TOS N the 1 


e a ay : . A 
Air h all zi be confidered. as dit quads b 


* 


writer of he REMARx5; without adverting to its literal mean- 


proper * was uſed? in Aa os tha "of 
the ſucceeding ſimile which offends your delicacy "XN 
Wy not ſubject to your laws of criticiſm, “ 3 
_ was elated,” ſays Mr, Boſwell, Lis bythe thought Wt: 
of having been able to entice ſuch'a man to this. 
remote part of the world, A ludicrous, yet Juſt, Y 
image preſented itſelf to my mind, which IJ ex- 


5 5 2 N * NN 5 RP 
* » 8 0 IO 8 * * WE 83 I 6 Y 3% * 5 A 2 ? e 505 * — Fe 
4 14 Fa ; Wo N W bt * 
2 * 2 A 2 7 * 
; 8 e r 
7 on N p 2] þ h * Z 15 * 4 
: þ * x 4 7 7 
9 iy , © ew 8 f * 4 ! 
; : e 1 
5 M0 ; Fd \ 
' Pa, 
1 . 
* 


10 rer you, Tot» appearingas * «an fs AY 

<2 practice, at which (you confeſs), humaniry 
« ſhaders da which . itſel trons; ” 
Voce #7 with * to > rs that 9 
forth 4 diet advocate for the practice, and telling 
us the mode i in which it is uſually exerciſed, is a 


ge 17 0 or explaining the n duel- 


is As, however, your ideas on this ſubject are very 
D and may paſs for reaſon among thoſe 
who are -unſkilled in ratiocination, it may be 
vorch while to 288 N W and 
en. 1 14 „ 


1. IR, chan «as there is a cep of + 
* honour in man, that ennobles his actions, 2 
1 5 gives a dignity to his nature, ſo for him to ſuf- 
fer with paſſive ſubmiſſion an infri ringement on 
« that principle, is rendering himſelf a mere non- 
ce entity. wi Now, Sir, this is the firſt time, that 
; 1 ever heard of a principle of honour, ennobling 
actions, and giving dignity to nature, that can 
Juſtify any practice “ at which hümanity mudders, 
Land which religion irfelf forbids.” Nor can 1 

en by. wan . N55 * inne __ . 
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is the law of fools; 


converted to the chriſtian religion, and the individuals of thoſe nation 3 
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, gs 
man inſulted is «bound? to : 
In ſhort, have no idea 4 or juſtice 
| compardl wich humanity and religion. 


Nothing, Sir, but cuſtom can be alleds 
Fe of duelling ; * and cuſtom, we are told, 
but probably Iam writing 
to a modern fine gentleman with whom the lac 
of fool? may have more weight than the laws f 
_ propriety, humanity, and religion united; and 7 1 
who, perhaps, does not know, that true courage 
and honour are more frequently diſplayed by for. 
giving, than by reſenting injuries, T I ſhall, 1 
therefore, quit the ſubject, with expreſſing my. 
ſurprize, that a man whoſe logic is ſo weak; whãwud 
vulgar prejudices are ſo ſtrong, and whoſe prin- 85 + 
ciples are ſubverſive of humanity and religion, £. 
ſhould put himſelf in competition with Dr. John:. 
fn. *as a ſcholar, a nee. and a . + . 1 


* , £ al. ö > 8 2:58 4% Wy 
- » 55 
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What a learded and moſt worthy Prelate has ſaid of war, may | i 
alſo be applied to duelling. Were all the nations of the erk 3 4 


not nominal merely but x E AL chriſtians, it would be utterly in * 
ee , 3 1 
fa = Dx, Warte 1 

0 t — Mint ND „„ bg "8 WE 

| Semper &infirmi en Fxiguique volupeas e 1 1 


4 UVENAL» 


—_— 7 1 26 1 „ 
1 Wen Lady M'Leod aſked Dr. Ja, oY 6 
. man was naturally good, he replied, % No ma- 
dam, no more than a wolf.” Such being his opf- 
nion of human nature, it is not ſurprizing, that 
* ſhould call gratitude © a fruit of great cultiva- 
tion, not to be found among groſs people.” Mr. 
Boſwell doubts of this, and thinks, that . cul- 

4 * ture, which brings luxury and ſelfiſhneſs with 
| « jt, has a tendency rather to weaken than to pro- 
«mote this affeftion:” The argument turns A 
good deal on the meaning we affix to the terms. 
I apprehend, there is a culture of the mind, pro: 
ductive of all. goed affections, which does not lk 
bring, luxury and ſelfiſhneſs with it; and that a 
=. mind' viciated by luxury, has loſt by exceſs of re- 
WE: _  FKnement, thoſe virtues which are the fruits of cul- 
* tivation, and which cultivation only can produce; 
1 There is in this, as in every thing, a golden 
m.uean;' and we all know, that i it is ſometimes dif- 
1 os fo diſcover * where virtue ſtops, and vice 
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Ditkaing burn Dr, Johnſon's 8 opinion, 4 gra- 
bene you tell us, is the une effuſions 
of a heart ſenſible of a benefit received.” If this- 
definition were juſt, ingratitude, ſo dipl 
complained of, could never have exiſted; for no 


= man receives a benefit vithour being 9 
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neous effuſions are evaneſcent, and it is a laſting 
remembrance of benefits, that conſtitutes Sraci- 


tude, which is a moral virtue, and every” virtue 


4 


0) the fruit of cultivation; e 


„ * 3 OF en 35 i 1 


e a Dr. Johnſon; is not to be found 


| nd groſs people; and if by groſs people, 


he mean the 1 you beg leave to diſſent from 


his opinion.“ It is evident, Sir, thathe docs ther 
mean the poor; becauſe poverty does not necel- | 


farily imply an excluſion from cultivation. A 
poor man may kave a rich mind. By gr 
people, Dr. Johnſon means thoſe among the rick 
who have neglected mental acquiſition, or who 


virtues have .been weakened or deſtroyed by the 
Poiſons of luxury; ; and thofe among the peer ce 


are ignorant; on whoſe minds a proper idea of the 
moral duties was never impreſſed, or, having beet 
impreſſed, was ſoon obliterated-. The poer of 
this deſcription, are very different from that clas 
of people among whom, youſlay, gratitude is the 
moſt conſpicuous. The Por you allude to; are, 
not an ignorant people. They have had the 
means of inſtruction; their minds have deen cul- 
tivated; and, though,; they are poor, rhey are 
acquainted with the importance of the moral = 
e and ar actusted by a ſenſe of . 


15 3 | 2 f : . 
a 75 * * Y 2 *. i . p 4 92 % 
* 2 i 1 , 5 
* * 0 
wn | 
; « 2 
ON 
> * Ss 
” e 
ey” * 
7 * 
- \ 1 
1 . 
* 1 
COTA, Wy 
a ©: 
* 2 3 0 * 2 


r 


o 


x 
* 
: 
7 
p 


« delicate behaviour, when en. with ſome 
groſs familiarity,” un 
yp add, wou Rave been compatible with a pro. 
„ '% fefled buck in one of the pndo 
va highlyteprehenſible in the, 
e  ſophical Dr. Johnſon.” 
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WY es ile he an — He was. now”: 
to ſee the grave 41 
. ? « philoſopher,—the Mir BT 4 32 
f . ** Highlaad beauty But what could he do? He 


ir again, ſaid he; 


19 5 think ſhe was a 


| © lively pretty little woman, good- humour 
| _ _ © fat down upon Dr, B beg 
|. © encouraged by ſome of, 

. round his neck, and 


let us ſee who will tire IT 
He kept. her on his ſome 


) wy | C ks wer” dene les 
5 woman? eſe * your E 3 don't you, 
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KH + Boſwell, and whi 


familiar images, uſed 
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5 though of this image he expreſſes his diffidence, | 
by laying, I know not if this mi be * 1 Ws” 
| turning verſes:” yet you not any venture to ri- 
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5 aſon ; ns : « takes: my judgment captive.” 
; by the poets, and convinced by the 
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„ critic. With 83 to © the lively. and elegant, - 
„ though too licentious lyric bard, Hanbury Wil 
„„ liams,“ who ſeems to be Jour favourite poet, I am „ 


e quite of Dr. Johnſon's opinion, t that © he has me 
1 fame, but from boys who drink with kim. — —Pro- 1 
. bably you at are e one of thoſe 1. e A _ 

Mg * Shenſtone was 408 F ibrleſs, 60 if fobthe firſt, i in a the 

il very firſt line” of paſtoral poets ; * and ſhould not 

: be judged, becauſe his beauties cannot be reliſh- 

ed, by a man who has not a peculiar taſte for ru. 

| ral pleaſures, This taſte, Mr. Boſwell informs 

Fs us, Dr. Johnſon never poſſeſſed ; and 1 do not, 

| therefore, wholly ſubſcribe to bis Judgnient: of 

| 1 70 Shenſtone as a poet. . 5 „„ IN 


Of Dr, Young, who, after Shakſpere, I muſt 

8 confeſs, is my favourite. poet, his opinion, that,. 
„ „though there are very fine things in his Night ' iN 
, | _ Thoughts, yet one cannot find twenty lines tog. 
ther without ſome extravagance e,” cannot be ae. 
nied. —Hitherto the © mill” went tolerably well” = 
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Tou are quite exaſperated, however, chat < * b— 

+ very worthy ander op 5 Houſe of Common“ * 3 ä 1 
5 "Haimond would certainly have tivallled Modan had be not bY 
; | miſapplied his Roman learning to. ſubjeQs purely paſtoral. | By; am 
| OOTY of his * book-learned a Ben Jonſon laſt de 5 ; I 


— 


11 be „ bole d 1015 . r 424 fen 
ficed without mercy.” And yet all that De. 
Johnſon has ſaid of Mr. Burke, f is, that he has 


no talent for it. Being aſked, what is the par- 
ticular excellence of Burke's eloquence ? he re. 


plied, e Copiouſneſs, and fertility of alluſion; a 
3 power of diverſifying his matter, by placing it 
225 in various relations. | Burke has great know- 
« ledge, and great command of language; tho', 
„ in my. opinion, it has not in every reſpect the 
« © higheſt elegance.” * 4 Here, is a ſketch, and 
given by Dr. Johnſon too! Yer, becauſe he ſaid, 
ti he never heard Burke make a good joke i in his 
life,” you call this * ſacrificing him without mer- | 

cy -I hope there are ſome "thouſands that 


would like to be ſo facrifiord... 
\ 


The will? was. « Kill kept going, ing 77 real 
others were hauled into the hopper, and ſacrifi- 
ced without mercy,” and you particularly lament 
the « pious Mr. Hervey, with his ſublime Medita- 
| tions.”—Hervey, Sir, was the firſt religious wri- 
ter, that attracted my attention, and he remained 
the choſen companion of my ſerious moments du- 
ring * Part of * W, till my oe was im- 

| e 
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See Mr. Boſwell dene. p. 236. 5 55 ERIE 
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confirmed by that of Dr. Johnſon, who 


: aun wy kan rr years. See his Journal, p. 44 · 
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170 e the ee of aà man ſo n 
kr celebrated as Hervey, muſt neceſſarily in. 


cur the imputation of preſumption; and though 
have always candidly given my opinion, I muſt 
confeſs I never made a proſelyte. A favourite 
author,“ ſays Dryden, « is like a favourite miſ- 
treſs:“ and it requires time and new objects to 


effect an alteration of taſte, I could not, how- 


ever, but be well pleaſed to find my own judgment 


llightingly' of the Meditations; and I gladly 
communicated his opinion to ſuch of my literary 
acquaintance as thought me no true friend to 
piety, becauſe I diſapproved of the language of 


Hervey. His matter and his language are two 


things. His ſubjects are ſelected with great judg- 
ment; but his language, while it charms, injures 


the taſte of his youthful readers: T it is highly 


| pleaſing to thoſe whoſe judgment is not mature. 
It is, like ſome ladies, pleaſing, becauſe artificial. 
ly ſplendid and nnn though deſtitute of 


eleg 


1 


"ow 3 


* N. Cumberland fork « ſame thing, in ts « wee: Tadian, 1 


# Mr. Boſwell ſeems to have been aware of this 1 am-not,” 1 
he, an impartial judge ; for Hervey's Meditations engaged my alfec- 


A 
) 5 
* a : 4 
; | 
f 7 } 1 1 N e 
9 4 . * 
% " — 3 « : 
* * 4 - * * t 2 85 5 * 
_—_ £ 0 I 
© ES 3 x 9 x 
' — 2 A, 4+ 2 62, 1 * i + N 
7 * jay 75 ; 5 Ted TE k 
2 3 A2 2 P JH 
— Ys LOR IT IEEE”? 1 * 8 8 2 2 8 
* p I l ES 


_— _—_— - W 3 9 
* 0 TORO Fe n ** 5 N 9 
N 7 * 5 r 23 IR 8 = CD RR 
Reg Zo 8 45 x \ K+ 3 FI 1 3 
1 Nas 1 1 q * n 
1 Robe” Liga 2 ARE : Fab . 
* *. * 4 * „ 4 
N I 7, * 1 © » Im . 
Bay SY „ 7 r N 1 * 
n A n 1 . LEN 46 vb 
8 5 $37 
N 1 8 IF bets , th 
N 0 . 75 1 
1 LY 8 = N 
N 9 7 
N Ae.» 4 3 
2 N 8 > Fas 
0 . 1 7 . 
Vs {4 
2 4 . 
e {ar 475 
- [has 
4 , be 
— * 


* 5 


8 7 


+ 
* 
* 
Y% 
5 
7 
+ 
ad | 
* * 
1 
* pol 
[* 
+ 12. 
. 
« 
: a; 
=» 
Yo 
=. - 
* 
- 
: 
: 
* 
Y 
: 
* 
4 
« 


more fromaly 12 "ihe moſt : engel 
| The language of Hervey, however, . Is not t deſtitute 
nce ; on the contrary, it is, in ſome paſſa. 
ſo elegant, as to have inſpired many an infe 
genius with the ambition of imitation; 
s certainly carried that kind of compoſition 
as great perfection as ĩt can be carried; but, 


1 


ir, I contend that the nature of the compoſition 
Itſelf is bad; and that no man with a good taſte 
WY be dclioves of 3 in it. It is like a 
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vey. did not write with true 
6 . he has the merit, perhaps in a great - 
er degree than any other man, of directing the 
attention of his readers to compo itions of a high - 
er nature, and giving them a+ reliſh for works of 
Which they otherwiſe would probably have re. 

mained ignorant. He inſpires his readers with a 
Poetical taſte; and the gradation from Hervey to 
TPhomſon, Mi ton, and Young, is very natural, 
ch i. 


I am now ſpeaking of Hervey's Meditations as 
an object of taſte. In another reſpect, 
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affected piety endears him co all 
bh accompliſhment. 


his prince 
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have done, Sir, with your 
cular paſſages. They are few and f 


tit is now proper that I take notice of that i A 
y ccriminate cenſure, a ; 1 : 
15 with which your pamphlet abounds. T5 
| © without proof, indeed, can have hut li 5 
and the arrews of cenſure, winged with fal 
: ; Pointed with malevolence, and drawn by igno- 
tance. ; generally recoil, with double force, on re 
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ou, , Sir, are like a child. WS man 1 
1 | ER to wound Mr. Boſwell,” hurt 
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* Several of his ſubje lis and. Images are, without doubt, 
+ When Dr. Johnſon ſaid © he would ne allow the ſcene of the 
" ff Huſband and father to be pathetic,” his criticiſm did not. extend to the - 
fubjeck, but to the language. His general cenſure of Hervey i i 10 be 

underſtood with a reference to the ſame diſlindtion. 1 
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 ' talk” of Dr. Johnſon; of a man who always ſpoke 
in ſuch a manner, that every hearer of taſte would 
ſap as the Doctor ſaid of Miſs Flora Maodanald's: | 
Narrative; All this ſhould be written down. 25 
The reflection on his remarks, that they were 
FEY & ill- natured is ſilly. His remarks were —_ 
| rally of a critical nature. Imperfection is more 
common than excellence; and an impartial eritie 
will have frequent opportunities. to cenſure, ans 
| few to commend : it is; therefore, the general 
fate of impartiality to be CR as with ns 
. appellation of 44 ill nature.“ „ elf | 
| 
8 of Mr. Boſwell ! is 7 weld eſtabliſhed, | 


and his love of truth ſo univerſally, known, that, 
though you wiſhed to call his 1 in queſtion, 
you have not preſumed to do it. That is beyond 
the reach of calumny. You are unwilling, how- 
eceuer, to allow that the Doctor ſaid, © the more 

be read of the Journal, the more highly ws 
__ thought of Mr. Boſwell;” and as you cannot 
queſtion Mr. Boſwell's veracity, you endeavour 


to do away the influence of this ſentiment by” 
ws doubting the ſincerity of Dr. Johnſon !”” And 
chat nice + he could els Bu de ſo to mY, or oe, Mr. 12 
ye. Boſwell | 


Ton n Mr. Boſwell with k forcing on ths. | = | 
1 es book replete with ſmall-talk and ill. naͤ⸗ 
- tured remarks: But, Sir, it it the“ ſmalls'- 


* 


e * the 
ali,” ſacrifice his ſincerity 


_— cauſe $64 CET Je in good humour 1 


O VAR, noneft tibi Veritas And you ate cons f 
lident, that Dr, Johnſon, could he be made ſen- 
ble, would feel great indignation” to ſee himſelf 
thus exhibited, though, with that modeſty always 


accompanying a great mind, he had himſelf de- 
| clared,' that he took great delight in reading | 


the Journal, and that it . be Ga Va 


| the ſujee fir for pris 


2 


Erber in Jodgment is Aiko. OY it 1 not 


* the power of every man to: poſſeſs judgmentʒ 
but every man may, and ought to have candourz 


and thoſe, who while they boaſt. of liberality of 
ſentiment, are deſtitute of candour; reſenible 
ſuch modern men of honour as are ſtrangers to 
honeſty, 1 am ſorry, Sir, to ſay that you come 
under this deſcription, You will not allow the 


1 55 Journal to poſſeſs any degree of merit: firſt; as 
you ſay, becauſe the incidents are few“ ſe- 


condly, becauſe,” the ſtyle; is inelegant 1* and 


thirdly, which I believe is your principal reaſon, 


becauſe it is the production of a Scotchmany? 
and of literary Scotſmen, you teil us, we may 
always have . ee in perfection, but few 
ad ſoups 8 ſeaſonec 

fin 1 | F | . ſtricture 


% 


- with-artic-ſalt.”'!/ This 


Reiture is not Es in othe higheſt ES 


ral, but: unjuſt, not to ſay malevolent. 5 . cannot 


ſuppoſe it the off-ſpring of ignorance: I cannot 


ſuppoſe, that you are a ſtranger to the names of 


thoſe Britons who, of late years, have the moſt 
eminently ſignalized themſelves in the republic of 
letters, and, I believe, you muſt, acknowledge 


them to be Seotſmen. Their writings indeed may 


not be ſuch as to ſuit your faney. Mrs. New- 
berry, 1 apprehend, is your. bookſeller, for you 
confeſs that the pleaſure you receive from Mr. 


Boſwell's Journal, is inferior to what you find in 


the Hiſtory of Tom Thumb, or Goody Two- 


Shoes.“ Indeed thoſe: dene; are e ee 
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1 Wall! not HO hg 155 _—_— * 0 
ee more inſtances of your want of condour, 
taſte, and judgment. In ſo ſmall a pamphlet, 1 


never met with fo many remarks at once unjuſt 


and invidious. It is ſufficient to obſerve, that on 
an attentive peruſal, they refute themſelves — 
Nothing but vanity, or a. worſe motive could 
have induced you to make them public; and 


vou have juſtly obſerved, that © Oſtentation is 


an author's greateſt enemy: it lays open his weak- 


nels to the attacks of others.” Tou ſtrongly na 


yh — 7 Four own-obſervation 3 andy as a writer, 
5 SLY] 1 15 1 | . mY 1 


ur - 


tag ai appro gout pdur dn wiends % 


would have every degree of eee fliewn 
him to which he may be juſtly entitled; but if 
he attempt to croud upon the public a heap of 
crude, or common. place thoughts, ' with an affefted 


air of vanity, and a ſingular preſumption, I think 


he then forforfeits all claim to reſpe&, and de · 
ſerves a homely caſtigation. A few —_ _ 
RETIRE: _ e ones i 


ang 
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| Boſwelb's Journal is not held in that eſtimation ti 


which it is intitled. From the extemporal ſpee 


ches of a great writer, many would expect thoſe 


effuſions of wit, and that ſmartneſs of repartes | 
which often diſtinguiſh the converſations of infes 
rior genius. But I never knew a great moraliſt 
2 great wit, Wit is the excluſive property of a 
lively imagination, and conſiſts in a peculiar 


diſplay af ſtriking alluſions, 2 Happy combina- 


tion of diſſimilar ideas, and a fanciful oppoſition 


of diſſimilar objects. This ww | hes Johnfon 


did not poſſeſs in any eminent degree: ſuch of 


his ſayings as partake of the nature | of mit ate 


more remarkable for a happy oppoſition of words 


than of i age, _ on of this e 
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nation. W . ee ASS LOTS 
He neither. wrote nor 
C keep people in good humour,” though he ſaid, 1 
nobody at times, talked more laxiy than he 2 
* $:did:;Y*:.'To gain, and to communidate know. 
edge, ta rectify error, eee, erden 1 


1 


converſation of ſuch a man was never lik el 7 4 | L . 
gra 1fy thoſe xeaders who prefer repartee to infor- 

mation, and who aſcribe the greateſt merit to that 

diſcourſe c (2 abr the een peals of 
judgment, with 23 hls en even on 
the moſt trivial ſubjects, with gratitude; and 
them as apples of gold, ſet in pictures 
of ſilver.· So far from complaining of the ſize ä 


8 


| s book, 5 
| taſte will be tempted to exclaim with Dr. John- 
| I wiſh thy books were twice as big.” | 
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anecdote; and others. a collection of len mate. 


ſucceeding generations 2 
curioſity; and whom they will regard 
literary ornament of the eighteenth century: 
But we are indebted to Mr. Boſwell fur * 


how apt they are to 
they find him treat his ſu bje i ina manner con · 
Woe their pre-conceived apinions x of pr 
In Mr. Boſwell's Journal, ſome: expected 4 


of common- place book of morality; . 


All of theſe, in fact, find more than 
for; hut none of them are fatisfied 


an account of the places through which whey = 
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! Feen of 'a man 
deſcend to 


an more than the deſcription of places, and 
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Aim as a man, and a ſcholar, His 
ſon ĩs maſterly drawn; and his 
diſtreſſes and pare Gew Charles 
Edward in the year 1746, allowed 
reſting and aBe@ing, Be has ARG 
many inſtances of his ſcrupulous - adherence to 
_ fidelity, by recording ſuch minute particulars as 
on obſerved, was a very exact pi 
tion of his life; and which carry an in · 
trait he has exhibited.' 


1 6 "I ET 4 „ * * ; þ 0 

3 9 „ 4 „„ Ub * . . ** N : FP 
* he A * i — Ar * 7 2 Ke ; =» * : 
2 . F E AS 5 4 3 ** 4 1 8 114 R 


On the I cannot but regard 
a very valuable acquiſition to our ſtock of lite« 
rature ; and when I conſider the inſtruction 
entertainment derived from the remarks of Dr. 
hnſon, in ſo ſhort a period as a few mont 
look forward, with- pleaſure and i impatience, for 
that * yaſt treaſure of his converſation, which. 
during a friendſhip of twenty years, Mr. Boſh 


favour the public in his intended Wen, Dr. 
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uch, Sir, are my. Pn reſpecting 
wel r's JouRNar; and if they are not the 
| ſentiments of all its rs, Mr. Boſwell has no 
right to complain: he will recolle&, that hi 
friend's * Journey to the Weſtern Iflands of Scot- 
land,” a work of great celebrity, and of perfect 


* 


ren, was miſapprehended, even to 


rancour,“ and rouſed to arms all thoſe powers of 
envy and malevolence which ignorance and pre- 
judice never fail to bring againſt ſplendid talents 
and uncommon genius. He muſt not expect a 


milder fate than his maſter, with whom he may 


be juſtly © proud of being thus aſſociated, 
of having his name carried down to poſterity. 
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The Writer being in the Country when theſe Sheets went to preſs, requeſts 
the Reader will correct ſuch literal Errors as may haveeſcaped the Atten- 
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